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Content of the label

• the name, address and telephone number of the supplier/s of the 
substance or mixture;

• the nominal quantity of the substance or mixture in the packages made 
available to the general public, unless this quantity is specified elsewhere 
on the package; 

• product identifiers; and, where applicable;

• hazard pictograms;
• signal words; 
• hazard statements;
• appropriate precautionary statements; and
• supplemental information



Content of the label: example



Specific labelling requirements

• metals in massive form, alloys, mixtures containing polymers, mixtures 
containing elastomers:

The exemption to label is not removing the classification!
Classification must be mentioned in the MSDS

Harmonisation between transport and product classification for environment:
Massive alloy with ecotox classification will require a label/classification for transport

while being exempt from product label



Identifiers

•Substances:
•Name and identification number as in Annex VI to CLP or in 
classification inventory; or
•CAS number and “name”

No reference to EINECS number is required
CAS number is a common denominator of all requirements

No need to mention substances responsible for environmental classification

• Mixtures:
• Trade Name or designation of the mixture; and
• The identity of all substances in the mixture that contribute to the 

classification of the mixture as to acute toxicity, skin corrosion or 
serious eye damage, germ cell mutagenicity, carcinogenicity, 
reproductive toxicity, respiratory or skin sensitisation, specific target 
organ toxicity (STOT), or aspiration hazard.



Pictograms
•Shape of a square set at a point
•Black symbol on a white background with a red border
•Each pictogram should cover at least 1/15 of the surface area
•Minimum area of a square should not be less than 1 cm²

•Precedence rules:

Transport labelling applies also:

Inner packaging : CLP rules

Outer packaging: some pictograms of 
CLP need not to appear if related to the 
same hazard for transport



Pictograms

•From 1 to 5 pictograms are possible on one label
•Empty diamonds are not allowed on the label
•New methods for easy black and white printing will be 
required

•Preprinted labels with 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 diamonds ?
•Diamonds with “not applicable”?



Different types of statements
•Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements

•Annex I provides tables with the two types of statements

The hazard statements 
of one language should 

be grouped together 
with the precautionary 

statements of the same 
language on the label

!



Supplemental information /other regulations

•Some substances and some mixtures require additional information
•Examples:

•Contact with acids liberates toxic gases
•Contains …….May produce allergic reaction

•Labelling elements from other Community acts have to be placed under 
this section
•Examples:

•Biocidal products
•VOC content of paints



Supplemental information /other regulations 



Languages 

•Labels to be written in the official language(s) of the Member State(s) where 
the product is placed on the market

•…… unless the MS concerned provide(s) otherwise

•More than 1 language on one label is allowed
•The same information must be provided in all the languages

•The hazard and precautionary statements should be grouped per language

•The content has to be easy to read!

Design of multilingual labels is a challenge!



MSDS

•CLP doesn’t add much to the REACH MSDS requirements but focuses on 
the need to update

•Need to include DPD classification as well as CLP classification in the MSDS until 1 
June 2015

Languages, pictograms, hazard statements: 
no real issues in the text form of the MSDS
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